
 
MISSION STATEMENT 

‘As a Catholic school community, we strive to live as a Christian family 

showing our love for God in the way we treat each other with dignity and 

respect and by promoting the development of each child as a unique 

individual.’ 

 

Purpose of Study 
A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 
design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous 
understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our 
history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. -National Curriculum Key 
Stages 1 and 2. 
 

Aims 
- to develop and extend the pupils' visual creativity, curiosity, enquiry and aesthetic 
sensitivity to the natural and man-made world 
 

- to enable pupils to respond and enjoy expressing their ideas, feelings and imagination 
using visual media, practical making skills and the visual language of art 
 

- to develop an appreciation, critical awareness, knowledge and understanding of the 
work of other artists, designers and craftspeople from their own and other cultural heritages. 
 

Objectives 

- to provide a range of stimulating and creative opportunities which create a framework 
for success and enjoyment, 

- to develop pupils' visual perception, awareness, curiosity and sensitivity to the natural 
and built environment, through working from observation and direct experience 

- to foster the development of making skills using a variety of media, techniques and scale. 
Pupils can thus develop the ability and confidence to realise their ideas successfully in two and three 
dimensions 

- to develop the pupils' capability in developing and expressing ideas through art by 
visual investigation 

- to encourage pupils to evaluate and review their work and that of others, both 
individually and in groups 

- to provide the pupils with an understanding of the visual elements of art so that they 
can use this effectively in carrying out their creative ideas 

- to encourage the pupils to respond to, and articulate opinions on, art, craft and design 
using a specialist art vocabulary when describing their work and ideas. 
 

Principles of Teaching and Learning 



 
Differentiation and special needs 
Study in art and design will engage children in a variety of different activities, practical work, critical 
reflection and discussion, writing and planning. Differentiation in many art and design activities will be 
by outcome. 
 

Breadth and balance 
We will ensure that in any key stage the activities of drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, 
sculpture, textiles, 3D design and digital media are covered. We will ensure that pupils develop their 
creative ideas in both expressive and craft design contexts and that their work will be informed by 
visual investigation from direct observation and other reference materials. 
The study of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from the locality, the past and present and a 
variety of cultures will be an integral part of practical art and design activities. 

 
Variety 

Children will have opportunities to be engaged in a variety of activities as individuals, to work 
collaboratively in groups and as a whole class. They will be taught the creative, imaginative, practical and 
critical skills needed to: 

- express ideas and feelings 

- record observations and engage in visual investigation 

- design and make images and artefacts 

- explore and experiment with both two and three dimensional materials. 

 
Cross-curricular skills and links 
Art pervades the whole curriculum through the skills, knowledge, values and attitudes which 
are central to all art and design activities. Many opportunities will be provided to develop pupils: 

- creative skills 

- knowledge and understanding of the world around them 

- sense of time and place 

- awareness of the ideas, attitudes and beliefs of others within linked activities between art and 
other subjects 
Pupils will engage in learning through art, in art and about art. In planning cross-curricular links with art 
we will ensure that these are mutually enriching. 
 

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught: 
- to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

- to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination 

- to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 

- about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work. 

- to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
 

Using the National Curriculum as a guideline, Key Stage 2 builds upon the skills and 
concepts developed in Key Stage 1. 
To achieve progression children should be taught: 

- to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

- to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 



- about great artists, architects and designers in history 

 
Equal opportunities 

All pupils will have an equality of access to a broad and balanced art and design curriculum irrespective 
of gender, ethnicity or special educational needs. An appropriate time for art will be provided for all 
pupils in order to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study. 
Pupils will be introduced to works of art from a wide range of cultures and traditions from around the 
world and consider the contexts and purposes underpinning their images and artefacts. Emphasis will 
be given to reinforcing the value of cultural diversity; developing understanding and an appreciation of 
the different ideas, values and beliefs encountered within a multicultural society. 
 

Health and safety 
Pupils will be taught to use materials, tools and equipment safely in line with the school Health and 
Safety Policy and taught to clear away practical materials responsibly. The use of tools and equipment will 
be closely supervised by teachers and sharp tools introduced appropriately. 
 

Assessment, reporting and recording 
Children will have regular teacher assessment. Pupils will be encouraged to reflect upon their work 
as individuals, in class groups and through self-assessment, as appropriate. Teachers will record key 
aspects of pupils' progress and skills learnt on assessment grids throughout the year. 
 

Review 
The effectiveness of the teaching and learning in art and design will be monitored by the art subject 
leader. Curriculum plans, samples of pupils' work, classroom displays, discussions with staff and 
visits to lessons will be used to evaluate the quality of the art and design curriculum in the school. 
Resources, teaching methods and development needs will be evaluated. Priorities for in-service 
training and support will be established where possible. 
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